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Y sincere, heartfelt sympathy

goes out to the Mothers,

Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, and

all of you who were close to
the ten faithful and competent employes
who met their death in so unusual and
unexpected a manner a few days since
in our bank. Nothing that I can say
will bring back the dead, but any and
every thing that I can do for those who
were injured will not be left undone.
This has been a great shock to me
personally, and | need not express to
you how deeply I feel it. While my
personal relations with these employes
were not close, | have and always have
had a deep interest in the welfare of all
our employes, and feel when a calamity
of this kind befalls them, it is like taking
members of my own family. [ extend
to you my sincere sympathy in your
great loss.

JOHN J. MITCHELL,
PRESIDENT.
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PUBLISHED IN ' HONOR OF THOSE WHO LOST
THEIR LIVES WHILE AT THEIR WORK IN
THE BANK, IN A CATASTROPHE THAT LEFT ALL
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYES GRIEF STRICKEN.
ED SHANKS. EDITOR,

ILLiNOIs TRUST AND SAVINGsS BANK, CHicAGO
#

The Great Tragecly

UT of the clear sky came a mass of flaming wreckage which
crashed through the big skylight of this Bank, bringing death
and injury into the Tllinois Trust family. A big dirigible sailing

over the loop caught fire a thousand feet in the air and came rushing
like a laming comet, down to earth. The finger of Fate had selected
the skylight of this building among the hundreds of flat roofs surround-
ing, on which the dirigible was to strike.

This great tragedy resulted in the death of ten of the Bank’s
people and the injury of twenty-seven others, leaving a never to be
forgotten shadow over the entire institution.

Employes and officers were busy closing up the day’s business
on July 21st. It had been a big day. Monday almost invariably
brings more business than other days of the week. Many of the
employes already were on their way home. Those still at work were
putting the final touches on the day’s work and would have departed
for home very shortly. '

Suddenly, as if the whole roof was caving in, there came a big
crash and down through the skylight descended the huge, fiery blimp
with its twisted iron and heavy mechanism, past the balcony and down
to the first floor upon the heads of employes who were working under-
neath the large skylight.
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THE COLVMNS

Sadness and anxiety have reigned in the Bank since that terrible
moment, for all the people in this ‘organization are as one family—
faithful, friendly, loyal, companionable, and helpful to each other.
Sadness, because death’s toll called many of our faithful people.
Anxiety, because of the serious condition of many of the injured.

The city pronounces it.a tragedy as hideous and weird as ever
shocked Chicago. The Bank’s history will record only the human
side of it all—the tearing away of lives leaving a vacancy in our hearts,
the sorrowful families left behind, the suffering injured, the kindness
of friends in the Bank’s sadness, and the bravery and loyalty of all
the Bank’s people.

These are the greater things which remain uppermost in the minds
of Officers and Employes.

The wreckage came crashing down lo the first floor on the heads of the Bank’s people. Officers
quarters are just beyond the bronze doors.

R S e T
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Heavy motors, gondola, gasoline lanks and other debris snapped the steel frame work of the skylight.

Cause of the Disaster

HOUSANDS of eyes were atlracted
T skyward as the beautiful, silvery
dirgible balloon gracefully sailed
over the loop. It was a ship with ex-
ceptional speed, of the army blimp type,
equipped with aeroplane rotary motors.
The splendid appearance and graceful
maneunvering of the airship at least lent
an impression of safety.

It was approximately 4:55 o’clock
when the giant, silky egg, after passing
over the Post Office, was seen to have a
spurt of flame at one end of the gas bag.
In an instant the entire ship seemed to
quiver and buckle, then came the swilt
plunge earthward. The same thousands
who watched the shiny ship in its graceful
sailing saw it go crashing into the sky-
light of this Bank.

The hundred and fifty Bank people

still at work in the building could be
given no warning of the coming catas-
trophe. A shadow was seen to flash
across the skylight, followed instantly
by a tervific crash. The steel supports
holding the big skylight snapped with
the force of the two heavy rotary molors,
the gondola, the gasoline tanks and
other wreckage, all of which went tear-
ing into the midst of the Bank’s people
on the main floor, bringing so suddenly,
great loss of life, injury, sorrow and
destruction.

The divigible balloon was the property
of the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Com-
pany, Akron, Ohio. It was being used for
advertising and experimental purposes.

A number of theories concerning the
origin of the flame were advanced, but
opinions differed as to the exact cause.

T el S e el oo b e — o |
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Ten Bank People Meet Death While At Work
PR P e e &:s,lr . !

A minute before the disasier employes were peacefully al their werk.

HILE faithful employes were peacefully at work, putting the
OQ finishing touches on the day’s business, the great catastrophe
came and left death in its path. _ .
The mechanism which dropped was so heavy that it is believed
death was instantaneous in most cases, although the flaming gasoline
which spread burned many of the bodies huried in the debris.
]IIIIIHIIIIIHllilllﬂIllilllllﬂllillHIllIlﬂlilmlllllllﬂ|lllIIIllIllIIIIH||llIIIII!1IllllllllllllillllﬁIlIII!IIllIIIIIﬂllllllﬂ[illﬂIIII!Illillll!!llllliIIII!l[IIIIl'HlliiIIIl'IHIlliIII1llillﬁllI.III!Hllllliillmillllill!ililll“llillll

e ARDLY a day passed but that Miss Florence would
unconsciously exhibit her athletic ability by out-
walking one of her friends at the Bank on the way

[rom the station to this building. She will be missed by

them and by all others who came in contact with her at

the Bank. )

Miss Florence was particularly fond of outdoor life and
all athletic activities. Especially did she like canoeing
and swimming.

She came with the Bank July 26, 1917, and was pro-
nounced a splendid worker.  She applied herself diligently
and turned out high grade work.

Although quiet, Miss Florence was ever pleasant and
smiling. As the minister said at the fgneral, “If you ever
saw her smile you would never forget it.”

She leaves her mother, a widow, and a younger brother.
I'he numerous friends of Miss Florence at the Bank assure
them of the deepest sympathy in their bereavement.

e /'-

MAREA FLORENCE
Died July 21, 1919

—
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~®OUR years ago Miss Evelyn L. Meyer came to this
Bank with her bright, sunshiny disposition. She
had worked in a railroad office and felt that there was
better oppertunity for her in this organization.

. Tle wcrk was entirely new to her and she was a little
discouraged at first, but it was not long until she fell into
the spirit of the new environment and her diligent work,
as well as her willingness, made her successful in the

Stenographic Department.

Her friends say that it was always a pleasure to have
about them a girl with the disposition of Miss Meyer. She
was noted for her punctuality and her faithfulness to duty.

Her mother and father as well as a sister survive her and
to them Miss Meyer’s friends at the Bank wish to convey
their heartfelt sympathy in their great loss.

EVELYN L. MEYIIR
Died July 21, 1919
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members of the Bank’s Fellowship Club. He always

participated in the work of this organization and
was especially interested in the athletic events at oulings.
His photograph was taken at one of the outings when he
was assisting with the games—a megaphone in one hand
ready for action.

He expected to help in a similar way at the annual out-
ing which was planned for the Saturday following the
accident and was on one of the committees helping to plan
the event.

His work was in the Department of Correspondence and
le had many friends throughout the Bank, having heen in
the organization since January ard, 1910. He took a
areal deal of interest in the local chapter of the American
[nstitute of Banking, contributing to their official publi-
cation known as “The Bank Man.”

Mr. R. G. Herrick with whom Mr. Munzner worked,
says, “He was one of those conscientious workers who
stuck to the job early and late, willing to do anything to
help out a deserving cause.”

Surviving him is Mrs. Munzner. who has in her care
three children of a sister who died some time ago and
whose husband is in France.

5 1\/Ilunzner will be missed greatly by his friends in the
ank.
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‘:E])WIN A. MUNZNER was one of the active

EDWIN A. MUNZNER
Died July 21, 1919
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always remind the people in
the Bank of Carl Otto, who
faithfully sat day in and day out be-
fore the instruments connecting
'l'.his Bank by private wire with

Uﬂl". tick of the telegraph will

B castern cities. Through his hands
4 went the important messages in
‘ W connection with the Bank’s busi-

) ness.
; / [He had other work. Between
messages he did a greal deal of
Lranslating for the Foreign Depart-
ment. Carl was a student and was
familiar with several languages.
Some of the people here pronounced
him our “telegraph operator, sten-
ographer, interpreter and all around
utility man.” He handled anything
well which he undertook.

Otto had come back from his vacation one day sooner than he was expected, which
was the reason he was in the Bank at the time the unexpected tragedy occurred.

Tis wife and six-year old boy survive him.

He was especially active in the American Institute of Banking. Chieago Chapler,
and had many friends in that organization as well as in the Bank. The Bank exténds
to Mrs. Otto the deepest sympathy.

CARL Q170
Died Tuly 20, 1919
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of excellent disposition came to work for the

Bank. He was an exceptional boy and seemed
polite and respectful. e was placed in the lobby to
help Mr. Underwood in his contact with patrons at the
Information Desk. This boy was James Carpenter.

He showed an admirable spirit in his work and just
three weeks ago il was decided that he would be of s still
more value in the Transit Department. ~ He was
transferred to work under Mr. Woodward.

He was the kind of a boy who always found some-
thing to do and never was satisfied when idle.

He lived with his mother and father. Companions
of James here at the Bank miss him greatly and all
with whom he came in contact open up their hearts in
sympathy to the mother and father in the great loss of

@N October 3rd, 1918, a boy ol guiet manners and

JAMES E. CARPENTER !
Died July 21, 1919 their boy.

’
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NE of the most capable women this Bank has
ever known was Helen F. Berger, who came
here in November of 1006, She was not only &

hard worker and responsible, but fair minded and
accommodating. No matter how much work she
had in operation she always took time to cooperate
in the many special things which would come up
unexpectedly at the last moment. )

Miss Berger worked in various departments and
knew the Bank’s detail work thoroughly. The
Bank was always uppermost in her mind and she
possessed a loyalty to this institution thal was
admirable.

She possessed a good knowledge of human nature

" and made a splendid woman to be in charge of the
HELEN F. BERGER Stenographic Department.

ied . h .
D_w Juby 211910 Miss Berger will be missed greatly throughout the
Bank.
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AT was on December 30th, 1913, when Irene G.
4 Miles first came into the Bank. She worked

diligently and steadily as a stenographer and
during the six years she was here she made a
great many friends.

She was a pleasant woman to have in the organi-
zation and her work always has been pronounced
highly satisfactory.

Miss Miles looked after her widowed mother. No
other children are in the family.

Friends of Miss Miles at the Bank extend their
deepest sympathy to Mrs. Miles in her great loss.

IRENE G. MILES
Died July 21, 1919
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FINAL INSPECTION OF BLIMP

Just before starting upon ils eventful trip
mechanicians cavefully examined Lhe big ship
and pronounced il ready for sailing.

LOOKING TOWARD OFFICERS QUARTERS
The shower of extra thick glass from the skylight followed the crash,
coming down upon the heads of people in every section of the en-
closure. The papers scallered over the floor are mosily current
letters, stationery, etc. The vaults had been closed for a half an
hour and everything of real value was uniouched. (Photograbh
by Hiestand.)

Two rolary engines, gasoline lank and
mass of lwisted iron which came crashing
through the skylight.

GENERAL VIEW OF (.‘HUU.-\"P FLOOR AFTER TRAGEDY

This view looks down upon the main floor From the corridor above. In the foreground is the
cage for Correspondents and General Books. Just beyond il is the spot where the gondola
and mass of twisted iron came down upon the heads of people. Higher up and fariher to
the vight is the recent inslallation of muchine bookkeeping on which many employes were

at work. At the extreme lop are Lhe savings Lllers’ cages. The narrow escape of some of

the officers whose quarlers were just beyond thiet ;1' =< lo the left is illustraled in Lhis picture.

CROWD OUTSIDE OF BANK
Thonsanis of speclators vl wilnessed the Aight of the
airship over the loop and its fatal drop, rushei to the
seene of the disaster, filting the steeets an all gides uf the
Bank. Picture shows ambulasee belosw and firemen
taking body down ladder from rooj.

START OF DIRIGIBLE FROM GRANT PARK

As the silvery divigible graced tie niv aboie Granl Parl
just before ibs disasterons fight tivonps gathered and
looked wpon it with udmiration, Hs grace, beauty,
and silent sailing contrasted il from nofsy aeraflunes
which cilisens are accuslomed lo seeing above the cily.
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of her efforts.

1SS MARY C. GALLAGHER came with the
Bank September 18th, 1918. She was in the
Stenographic Department and had a splendid
record for satisfactory work during that time. Those
who came in contact with her work always spoke highly

Originally she started with the Bank in the Savings
Department and was transferred to the Stenographic
Department about two months previous to the disaster.

Miss Gallagher was very pleasant and her desire to
render satisfactory service made her 2 commendable
woman to have in the Department.

Her mother and father survive her.

Tn this time of sorrow her friends at the Bank want

MARY C. GALLAGHER
Died July 21, 1919

to extend to them their sincere sympathy.

4
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HREE weeks was the short length of time in which

' Joseph Scanlan had been employed in the Bank.

Ile was the boy who took James Carpenter’s
place at the Information Desk when the latter boy was
transferred to another Department.

In the short time he was in the Bank he made a very
good impression. He seemed to be the sort of a boy
who had a desire to give the kind of service that would
bring appreciation from those about him. He was dili-
gent in his work and kept busy continually.

To his family the Bank extends the kindest sym-
pathy in this time of great sorrow.

JOSEPH SCANLAN
Died July 21, 1919

e A S e T N
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MARCUS C. CALLOPY
Died July 23, 1919

~~VERYONE knew him as “Mark”
" Callopy and that is the name by
which he long will be remembered.

Mark was a teller and a splendid
worker too. He was in the Foreign
Department, having been trangferred to
that position after a long experience in
the Savings Department. He came with
the Bank September 1st, 1911.

Most members of the Bank knew
Mark and he was pronounced a mighty
capable man. He was quiet and un-
assuming in manner as well as faithful
and diligent in his work. B

It is said that he had left his cage and
gone to the Stenographic Department
to add a postscript to a letter when the
blimp came crashing through the sky-
light bringing death to those about him
and the injuries which caused Mark’s
death a few days later.

He leaves a wife and three small
children. May they feel the great sym-
pathy which goes out to them from the
hearts of Mark’s many friends in the
Bank.

#

Bank Seeks to Help
Injured

HE terrific onslanght of fiery dealth
left many employes severely in-
jured, The thoughts of everybody

turned to the injured immediately fol-
lowing the disaster. All were given
medical aid and thase who were badly
injured were rushed to hospitals. One
of President Mitchell's first moves wis
to appoint a represental ive to look into
every case of injury personally and
promptly report to him. Everything
that would in any way relieve the suffer-
ing was ordered done.

The list of injured totals twenty-
seven. Some were burned, some were
hit by flying glass from the skylight
and others were caught in the shower of
debris brought down by the blimp.

Among the employes, open hearted-
ness and helpful spirit sprung up the
instant they discovered their fellow
workers were victims of the tragedy.
Awed by the spectacle, each individual
began to assist their comrades. Many
who were badly injured jumped in to
lend all the aid they could and others
who were dazed by the | tremendons
surprise, instinctively rushed to Lthe
assistance of those who were less for-
tunate.

TFew of our people had any conceplion
of what had happened other than that
a tremendous quantity of flaming debris
had descended through the skylight
upon the heads of their companions.
Their quick action in lending assistance
under the circumstances is, therefore,
commendable.

Photographs of some of the injured
appear on the next page
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SOME OF THE INJURED

1. Arthur J. Amundson, hends and face burned. 2. Elsi ‘ :
L A ! son, hands nen .2 Flsie L. Buyd, back cut nnd arm wi . ! 3 ;
Ifsmhl;{?zﬂn!m' l'mldu ;i!_‘dllm. 4. David Hunt, slightly injured. 5. Alice J. Mmrrisrml;l Ia“-;r_f‘!?]l‘}{i{rlﬁvris' ¥ ll\-‘{:-lbd Wmftlr
I'\:icy:»r A :.:--91 ;UT”':: u.im l:\'nuudlcd. nrm.lmrm?_rl. ankle sproined. 7. George C, Caory, hh;ilv !nlrm-.tlI L; I ‘\'?I\T'I?HT'“E‘
g dnl S0 It11 1[ ﬁl‘liailifrl X &-I‘mtll:gn]ri G, Willinms, z:':_-nhu“ wounds and toes erushed, 10, Willinm Wc.mrh;'ur:‘J '-cllipLhtlv
njuree. 1. J. Kaba -u-:ur”:' utm 1L|[:._'h|njurut.i. 2 Charles E. Smithman, head seriowaly burhed. 13 Darothy
Ky shoakle st & :;rcu[_. 4. Charfes G. Toakey, slightly injured. 15, Hedward Hardynian “hack, head and
it Ik t ;ihull,-uﬁnsl - 16, | -ul.llu:_rlm_- Bruel, scalp wound and left hand lnegrated, 17. Edwardl & l!\]:t-lann Slightly iril'—
g, kS, Maoey Lhmydﬂn‘ &:m‘Ifwl{milm[?:;‘t:lrulgll IIJunl':l.hy ()’i\l-l:allluy. Im{k burned and arm cut, 20, Glenn W Il\--h-Cu'muﬂt

s o _ 1 2L | , hack severely burned, 22, Irank B, Be o cnco.  Josephine
Maclieth, hands and face Burned, Lillian Petzniok, burns. Marig Hosfield, ﬂuLﬁ.mll'Inrry i-ll‘t:l(]‘.‘:llitllt.u:;‘i:1:::1! Lﬁlf.;q L"!.“.lcl‘.Eb:»Iiu
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The tofy piciire shows bonfe-
e ping section as il looked
Just before the tragedy. The
Toseer picture shows the same
section after the crash Jraeed
come, heinging death and de-
struclion.

The Story As Told by th\e Bank’s Own People

FRICERS and employes have been  away from the spot where the flaming
left grief striken by a catastrophe  debris dropped. The men hurried girls
weird and horrible. It came with ont the windows. Many of the girls were

such a suddeness thatl practically all injured. Blackman was one of the men
persons fortunate enough to escape in the Savings Department to help
wilh Lheir lives were dazed by the shock, people through the window. His clothes
particularly those who were imjured. had much blood on them and when asked

Adding to the horrar of it all was the afterward il he was injured he replied,
fact that none of the Bank people knew “No. and T don’t know where I got the
what had happened. Outside, thousands  blood on iy clothes except that it
had watched the dirgible sail over the must have been that some of those 1
loop, catch fire and come rushing in helped through the window were injured.”
flames toward the skylight of this Bank, One of the policemen in the front
But those who were inside hastening  corridor who was clase enough Lo see
to finish the day’s business had no warn- what a terrible catastrophe il was,
ing of the coming catastrophe nor did stopped for an instant not  knowing
they know what had happened until — what he could do. The heat from the
firemen bronght news from the outside. blazing  gasoline was intense. As he

There was a rush for the outside walls, looked, one of the girls with her clothing

’
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ablaze, rushed out into the corridor.
He immediately took off his coat and
tried to beat out the flames. He was
nol successful until Assistant Cashier
Mills, another policeman, and several

Beoutiful divigible in Grant Park just prior
to iis death lrip.

more individuals came to his assistance.

Miss Messinger, the telephone oper-
ator who has been with the Bank many
years is located in the center of the cor-
ridor upstairs, having an unobstructed

view of almost every corner of the Bank.
She says, “Sitting here al the exchange
I thought there appeared a big shadow
over the skylight, when suddenly there
was a crash and before T could look up
it seemed as if the entire roof had fallen
through to the floor below. The heat
and impact of the crash was terrible.
There was no time to hesitate and look
over the rail. My only thought was
to get away from it all.”

Charles Hiestand, savings teller, said,
“I had just stopped at Miss Berger's
desk where Mark Callopy was standing
and as Miss Berger was busy 1 passed
on toward the Bond Department. If
the accident had occurred one minute
sooner I would have been in the very
spot where the heaviest mechanism
tell.” :

" Publicity Manager Conner was in his
office on the Balcony Floor when the
blimp came down. He says the heat

(Continued on next page)
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Message from Bank’s Cashier

cast of my desk were stationed most of the

twenty-seven employes injured and all of the
ten employes who lost their lives in the awful
calamity which occurred a little before five
o’clock in the afternoon of July twenty-first.

My duties necessitated being among these em-
ployes several times each business day and prac-
tically all of the officials whose desks are in front
depended largely upon those now gone for their
stenographic and statistical work; and as some
of them started their business careers with us we
feel that sorrow and deep personal loss as though

JUS’I' a short distance from the grating to the

members of our own families were gone.

My sympathy in its fullest goes out to the
relatives of those who lost their lives and also to

all who were injured.

J. 1. CoorER, Cashier.

J. I. COOPLR,
Cashier

o i SRR L S TG
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Photograph taken immedialely after fall of the dirigible, while rescue work was going on. Fire still in progress.

was terrific even up on the balcony and
he could readily
understand why the
rescue work was so
difficult.

The injured were
cared for by fellow
workers and every-
where a helpful spirit
was shown.  Many
of the boys who
were struck by fly-
ing glass and other-
wise injured forgot
their own wounds
and helped in the
rescue  work.  The
desire to be of as-
sistance spread until
everyone was busy J. A. Boettner,
1’31’1(“!1;.{ a hand. pilot of the dirigible.

The same hravery that characterized
some of the Bank’s employes on the

battlefield was evidenced by all having
the opportunity to aid in the rescue work.
It was the same courage and same spirit
of helpfulness.

This splendid feeling has been a per-
manent one. The faithful people have
been working day and night to fill the
places of the injured until they are able
to get back and to take care of the work
of those who never will return. Tt has
been a sad and difficult task. But the
Bank’s people have set their lips and met
it in a loyal and commendable manner.

"here is just one outstanding clement
of consolation in the whole tragedy—
that this terrible event will have a strong
influence on progress so as to prevent
any future loss of life under similar cir-
cumstances. Therefore, it is the expec-
{ation that these people have not died
in vain and that all the suffering and
sorrow will mean much for the common
good.

’
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‘GENERAL NOTES

The Ilinois Trust & Savings Bank
wishes to thank the Buffalo Times for
going out of its way to secure details for
one of our people in connection with
the great tragedy.

* ok * ok sk *

This calamity has exhibited great
loyalty and the pressure brings out
willingness and ability—F. E. Schall.

¥ % ok ok %k ok

Mrs. John J. Mitchell in her widely
known, Good Samaritan spirit, per-
sonally sent beautiful bouquets to each
of the injured. ’ :

¥ % ok kK ok

The Equitable Life Assurance Com-
pany, in which the Bank carries policies,
telegraphed on receipt of the news of
the accident explaining that they would
sladly forward checks without the need
of customary papers, remitting in full
before definite details were Turnished.
A reply giving the names was sent
immediately and the checks were forth-
coming on the Twenticth Century the
following day.

k ok ok ok ok *

The Fellowship Club sent flowers to
every home where death had visited.
The injured received flowers, candy and
cigars—as was preferred in individual
cases.

* * * * * *

All funerals were attended by repre-
sentative officers and employes.

* * * * * *

Truly this is an institution with a soul.

How Fellow Employes Feel
About Loss of Companions

—DBy an Employe

T have a feeling of home about

our Bank. When anything hap-

pens to one of us we are all con-
cerned. We want to know about it,
to help if we can, to express our sym-
pathy. And this utterly unexpected
catastrophe simply intensified our loyalty
and hope for one another.

It is reassuring and comforting to
find how the Bank stands back of us,
giving us opportunity to use our hest
powers, and caring for us in weakness
and distress. Yelt the very fact that
even our fortress-like building was not
secure against this blow, that our great,
organization could not save some ol us
from death, some from serious injury,
brings us to the recognition of something
in ourselves, a strength and stability,
a sense of the greater life for which this
is but a preparation.

We miss our companions and friends.
We sce some physical scars upon those
who come back. But, if we take this
lesson to heart, that we arve here for a
purpose, will not the happening mean
definite bracing and bettering of life
for us all?

We may not be able to reason oul just
why this disorderly evenl was permitted
in our little hive, or why one was taken
and another left. The idea of fate may
seem dark and threatening to us but,
be sure that “the flame of a sword turn-
ing every way to keep the way of the
tree of life” means that the terror is not
withoul an eternal significance in point-
ing upward to the house not made with
hands eternal in the heavens.

Lours Ricu
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“We feel upon our fevered brow
Their gentle touch, their breath qf balm;
Their arms enfold us, and our hearts
Grow comforted and calm.

“And ever near us, though unseen,
The dear immortal spirits tread ;
For all the boundless universe

Is life—there are no dead.”






