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. | The Ox-Bow Incident by Walter Van Tilburg Clark
oxwow mcevr Bl g the latest selection for One Book, One Chicago.
Previous selections for the citywide book club
include 70 Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee,
Night by Elie Wiesel, My Antonia by Willa Cather,
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry, 7he
Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien, 7he Coast of
Chicago by Stuart Dybek and /n the Time of the
Butterflies by Julia Alvarez.

ONE BOOK, ONE CHICAGO

Dear Friends:

As Mayor and on behalf of the City of
Chicago, I invite you to participate in the
eighth One Book, One Chicago presented
by the Chicago Public Library. One Book,
One Chicago encourages all Chicagoans to
read the same book at the same time and
then discuss it with their friends and neigh-
bors.

This spring, we have selected 7he Ox-Bow Incident by Walter Van
Tilburg Clark. Set in the American West in 1885, Clark’s powerful
novel grapples with universal questions of justice and morality.
One Book, One Chicago will culminate during National Library
Week, April 10-16, 2005, with free programs at the Library and
book discussions throughout the city.

You can find a copy of The Ox-Bow Incident at your neigh-
borhood Chicago Public Library or local bookstore. Please join
one of the many book discussions planned for libraries, book-
stores, museums and coffeeshops in April. Whether you read
and discuss this book with family or friends or attend one of
the special events, I am sure you will find the experience en-
riching and thought-provoking.

Thank you for participating in One Book, One Chicago.
Sincerely,

RichardM.Daley ,Mayor
CityofChicago



THE

INCIDENT

by Walter Van Tilburg Clark

“Law is more than the words that put it on the
books; law is more than any decisions that
may be made from it; law is more than the par-
ticular code of it stated at any one time or in
any one place or nation; more than any one
man, lawyer or judge, sheriff or jailer, who
mayrepresentit.T ruelaw ,thecodeofjustice,
the essence of our sensations of right or wrong,
is the conscience of society. It has taken thous-
ands of years to develop, and it is the greatest,
the most distinguishing quality which has
evolved with mankind.”

—Daviesin TheOx-BowlIncident

Walter Van Tilburg Clark
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TerryKinney

SteppenwolfTheatr eReading

Monday,April11,6p.m.

ChicagoP ublicLibrar y

HaroldW ashingtonLibrar yCenter
400S.StateSt.

CindyPritzk erAuditorium

SteppenwolfTheatreCompany
ensemblemembersT erryKinneyand
TracyLettswillread — selectionsfrom
TheOx-Bow Incident.Kinneyisaco -
founderofSteppenwolfTheatre
Companyand hasappearedinHB O's
Ozand Thel aramiePr gject.Letts,an
actorandaplaywright,wasafinalist
forthe 2004P ulitzerPrizeforhisplay |,
Man FromNebrask a.



FilmScr eeningsof
TheOx-BowlIncident

Tuesday,April12,6p.m.

ChicagoP ublicLibrar y

HaroldW ashingtonLibrar yCenter
400S.StateSt.

CindyPritzk erAuditorium

Thursday,April14,7p.m.
SulzerRegionalLibrar y

4455N.LincolnA ve.
WoodsonRegionalLibrar y

9525S.HalstedsSt.

Forthemostup-to -date
schedule,pleasevisit
chicagopubliclibrary.org.
Formor einfor mation,
pleasecall(312)747-1194.

Exceptwher enoted,all
programsar efr eeand
opentothepublic.




The following events are sponsored by DePaul's Master of Arts in Liberal
Studies Program. For more information, please call (773) 325-7840.

Panel Discussion

Wednesday, April 13, 6-7:30 p.m.

DePaul University

Student Center, Room 120

2250N. Sheffield Ave.

Join a panel of distinguished DePaul faculty from literature, history, ethics,
sociology, and political science who will explore the issues and themes in
Clark's 7he Ox-Bow Incident. Where does individual responsibility begin?
Why does Edmund Burke's well-known statement, ‘All that is necessary for
evil to succeed is that good men do nothing,” provide perspective on the novel's
timeless appeal?

Film Screening and Lecture

Wednesday, April 20, 6-8 p.m.

DePaul University

Student Center, Room 120

2250 N. Sheffield Ave.

Join the DePaul community in viewing the criti-
cally acclaimed film adaptation of 7he Ox-Bow
Incident starring Henry Fonda and Anthony Quinn.
‘ A short multi-media lecture will open the evening,
Fira. exploring how Clark's novel demythologizes ro-

h HEIII;YW FOJJ : mantic notions of the Old West. A discussion will
Flnc NS s seoms | follow the film screening.

wivan + WHLMAN * e TROTT1 27

Read 7he Ox-Bow Incident at DePaul University

Enroll in “Chicago's One Book: Issues and Perspectives”

The centerpiece of this interdisciplinary, graduate-level course will be Walter
Van Tilburg Clark's 7he Ox-Bow Incident. DePaul University invites adults to
take this opportunity to read the city’s book selection in a setting that reaches
beyond the limits of a book discussion group. This 10-week course meets on
Wednesday evenings, beginning March 30 (Prerequisite: Bachelor's Degree).
For more information, including course tuition, please visit the Master of
Arts in Liberal Studies Program Web site at www.depaul.edu/~mals or call
(773)325-7840.



BOOK DISCUSSIONS

CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY

JoinusforadiscussiongfTheOx-BowlIncidentduring
April. Bookdiscussionsar earrangedchr onologically.

Saturday,April2,11a.m.
ChicagoLawnBranch
6120S.KedzieA ve.
(312)747-0639

Saturday,April2,11a.m.
HumboldtP arkBranch
1605N.T roysSt.
(312)744-2244

Saturday,April2,11a.m.
EdgewaterBranch
1210W .ElmdaleA ve.
(312)744-0718

Saturday,April2,1:30p.m.
RogersP arkBranch
6907N.Clarkst.
(312)744-0156

Saturday,April2,2p.m.
SouthShoreBranch
2505E.73rdSt.
(312)747-5281

Monday,April4,6:30p.m.
AlbanyP arkBranch
5150N.KimballA ve.
(312)744-1933

Monday,April4,7p.m.
McKinleyP arkBranch
1915W.35thSt.
(312)747-6082

Saturday,April9,11a.m.
NearNorthBranch

310W .DivisionSt.
(312)744-0991

Saturday,April9,1p.m.
Galewood-MontClareBranch
6969W .GrandA ve.
(312)746-5032

Monday,April11,11a.m.
NearNorthBranch

310W .DivisionSt.
(312)744-0991

Monday,April11,6:15p.m.
MayfairBranch

4400W .LawrenceA ve.
(312)744-1254

Monday,April11,7p.m.
IndependenceBranch
3548W.Ir vingP arkRd.
(312)744-0900

Monday,April11,7p.m.
OrioleP arkBranch
7454W .BalmoralA ve.
(312)744-1965

Tuesday,April12,6:30p.m.
NorthAustinBranch
5724W .NorthA ve.
(312)746-4233

Tuesday,April12,7p.m.
BeverlyBranch
2121W.95thSt.
(312)747-96773

Wednesday,April13,10a.m.
LincolnBelmontBranch
1659W .MelroseSt.
(312)744-0166

Wednesday,April13,6:30p.m.
AvalonBranch
8828S.StonylslandA  ve.
(312)747-5234



BOOK DISCUSSIONS

Wednesday,April13,7p.m.
WestLawnBranch
4020W.63rdSt.
(312)747-7381

Thursday,April14,5p.m.
ShermanP arkBranch
5440S.RacineA ve.
(312)747-0477

Thursday,April14,7p.m.
CanaryvilleBranch
642W .43rdSt.
(312)747-0644

Thursday,April14,7p.m.
LincolnP arkBranch
1150W.FullertonA ve.
(312)744-1926

Thursday,April14,7:30p.m.
HegewischBranch
3048E.130thSt.
(312)747-0046

Saturday,April16,10a.m.
PullmanBranch
11001S.IndianaA ve.
(312)747-2033

Saturday,April16,10:15a.m.
ThurgoodMarshallBranch
7506S.RacineA ve.
(312)747-5927

Saturday,April16,11a.m.
BezazianBranch

1226W .AinslieSt.
(312)744-0019

Saturday,April16,11a.m.
LincolnP arkBranch
1150W .FullertonA ve.
(312)744-1926

Saturday,April16,11a.m.
BudlongW oodsBranch
5630N.LincolnA ve.
(312)742-9590

Saturday,April16,1p.m.
BlackstoneBranch
4904S.Lak eP arkA ve.
(312)747-0511

Saturday,April16,1p.m.
UptownBranch

929W .BuenaA ve.
(312)744-8400

Saturday,April16,3p.m.
MerloBranch

644W .BelmontA ve.
(312)744-1139

Monday,April18,1p.m.
Vodak/EastSideBranch
10542S.EwingA ve.
(312)747-5500

Tuesday,April19,7p.m.
Austin-IrvingBranch
6100W.Ir vingP arkRd.
(312)744-6222

Wednesday,April20,2p.m.
NorthtownBranch
6435N.CaliforniaA ve.
(312)744-2292

Wednesday,April20,7p.m.
JeffersonP arkBranch
5363W.LawrenceA ve.
(312)744-1998

Thursday,April21,1p.m.

WhitneyM.Y oung,Jr.Branch

7901S.KingDr .
(312)747-0039

Thursday,April21,6:30p.m.
LoganSquareBranch
3255W Altgeldst.
(312)744-5295

Thursday,April21,6:30p.m.
SouthChicagoBranch
9055S.HoustonA  ve.
(312)747-8065

Thursday,April21,7p.m.
EdgebrookBranch
5331W.DevonA ve.
(312)744-8313

Thursday,April21,7p.m.
LincolnBelmontBranch
1659W .MelroseSt.
(312)744-0166

Saturday,April23,11a.m.
ManningBranch
6S.HoyneA ve.
(312)746-6800

Tuesday,April26,7p.m.
RodenBranch
6083N.NorthwestHwy .
(312)744-1478

Tuesday,April26,7p.m.
WestBelmontBranch
3104N.NarragansettA ve.
(312)746-5142

Wednesday,April27,10a.m.
BrightonP arkBranch
4314S.ArcherA ve.
(312)747-0666

Wednesday,April27,7p.m.
ArcherHeightsBranch
5055S.ArcherA ve.
(312)747-9241

Wednesday,April27,7p.m.
WoodsonRegionalLibrar y
9525S.HalstedSt.
(312)747-6900

Thursday,April28,noon
TalkingBookCenter
HaroldW ashington
LibraryCenter
4008S.StateSt.,5thFloor
(312)747-4001

Thursday,April28,6:30p.m.
DamenA venueBranch
2056N.DamenA ve.
(312)744-6022

Thursday,April28,7p.m.
ScottsdaleBranch
4101W.79thSt.
(312)747-0193

Thursday,April28,6:30p.m.
JefferyManorBranch
2401E.100thSt.
(312)747-6479



BOOK DISCUSSIONS

MuseumofContemporar yArt

Puck'sCafé

Tuesday,April12,6p.m.

220E.ChicagoA ve.

Arriveearlyorstaylatetoe  xploretheMC Agalleries.Marshall
Field'sF reeTuesdayEveningsfrom5-8p.m.attheMC Aare
generouslysponsoredbyMarshallF  ield’s.TheMC AisopeniOa.m.
to8p.m.onTuesdays.Call(312)280-2660formoreinformation.

BordersBooks&Music

PresentedbyTheGreatBooksF  oundation

BordersBeverly ,2210W .95thSt.,W ednesday,April6,7:30p.m.
StateStreetBorders, 150N.StateSt.,W  ednesday,Apr.13,6p.m.

Barnes&Noble

PresentedbyTheGreatBooksF  oundation

Barnes&Noble,W ebster&Clybourn,Tuesday ,April19,7:30p.m.
Barnes&Noble,Sk okieOldOrchard, Tuesday ,April26,7:30p.m.

StarbucksBookClubs
Enjoyfreecoffee,pastriesandadiscussionof TheOx-Bowlincident
attheseStarbuckslocations:

Tuesday,April5

Noon,W ashington&Clinton,40N.ClintonSt.
7p.m.,Piper 'sAlley ,210W .NorthA ve.
Thursday,April7

Noon,Lak e&LaSalle,180N.LaSalleSt.
7p.m.,Edgewater ,1070W .Br ynMawrA ve.

UseyourChicagoP ublicLibrar ycardtocheckouta
totebagfilledwitheightcopiesof ~ 7heOx-Bowincident ,

resourceguidesandtipsforyourbookclub.BookClub

L B inaBagisavailableat:

c BeverlyBranch RogersP arkBranch

in B 2121W.95thst. 6907N.Clarkst.
DouglassBranch SulzerRegionalLibrar y

CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY 3353W.13thSt. 4455N.LincolnA ve.
HaroldW ashington WoodsonRegionalLibrar y
LibraryCenter 9525S.HalstedSt.
PopularLibrar y

Fordetails,pleasecall

4008.StateSt., 1stfl
P " O (312)747-1194
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VAN TILBURG

Walter Van Tilburg Clark was born
August 3, 1909 in East Orland, Maine.
His family soon moved to New York
City where Clark's father was head of
the Economics Department of the City
College of New York. When Clark was
eight years old, they moved to Reno,
Nevada where his father was President of the University of Nevada from 1918-
1938. His mother was a musician who graduated from Cornell and studied
piano and composition at Columbia.

He earned his bachelor's degree in 1930 and his first master's in 1931 from the
University of Nevada, with a thesis that retold the Tristram legend. His second
thesis,from theUniversity ofVermont,dealt withthe Westernpoet Robinson
Jeffers, whose dark poetry influenced Clark's work. His collection of poetry, 7en
Women in Gale's House and Shorter Poems, was published in 1932 while he
was a teaching assistant at the University of Vermont.

He married Barbara Frances Morse in 1933. They had two children, Robert
Morse and Barbara Anne. He was teaching high school in Cazenovia, New York
when he began writing short stories that would bring him national recognition,
including five O. Henry Prizes from 1941-1945. His stories focused on the
West's natural environment while exploring humanity's relationship to nature
and the forces that govern the natural world.

When Clark began writing 7ke Ox-Bow Incident, he had certain purposes in
mind. He was struggling with what he felt was his inability to write convincing
dialogue with the voice and cadence of everyday speech. He also wanted to
break out of the limitations imposed by the popular or formula western story. In
his introduction to a 1962 edition, Clark said that his purpose was to “not only
write as much as I could in dialogue, but to find my way into a typical western
storysituation,withallthetypicalwesternstor ~ ypeople,andseeiflcouldn't
makethe peoplecome tolife andthe situationsay somethingthat couldstill
be heard.”



When 7he Ox-Bow Incident was published in 1940, it received wide critical acclaim.
The novel examines issues of justice, law and order, and the role of the bystander.
In a 2001 Explicator review, Kenneth Hada wrote, “It is a novel with profound
implications for people living together under law and in a free society.” He said that
the work raises questions that are pertinent today, such as “Should aggression be
opposed by force? How shall an individual stand against tyranny? When is
an individual or society to involve himself or itself in another's affairs? What
exactly is the true nature of justice?”

Clark responded to critics who called it “a tough and complicated novel.” He said that
it is “complicated in terms of the number and variety of human motives at work in
it.” He went on to add: “Personal relationships and intentions seem to me what
matter most. They are the real, and only real, foundations of all our institutions,
including the legal and the political. When enough of them are good, the institutions
will be good, and when too many of them are bad, which is to say selfish, the
institutions, no matter what fine names we give them, will also be bad.”

The New Yorker's Clifton Fadiman said 7he Ox-Bow Incident was his “unwavering
choice for the year's finest first novel. It has many of the elements of an old-
fashioned horse opera monosyllabic cowpunchers, cattle rustlers, a Mae West lady,
barroom brawls, shootings, lynchings, a villainous Mexican. But it bears about
the same relation to an ordinary Western that 7he Maltese Falcon does to a hack
detectivestor y.Not toput toofine apoint onit, Ithink it'ssort ofwhat youmight
call a masterpiece.”

The 1943 film adaptation starring Henry Fonda and directed by William Wellman
was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Picture. The cast also includes Henry
Morgan, Dana Andrews, William Eythe, Mary Beth Hughes and Anthony Quinn.

Clark'ssecond novel, 7TheCityofTr emblingl eaves(1945), isa semi-autobiograph-
ical account of a sensitive boy growing up in Reno, Nevada. His third novel, 7/e
Track of the Cat (1949), is about a Nevada cattle ranch threatened by a mountain
lion. He also published a collection of his short stories, 7he Watchful Gods (1950),
hisfinalbook.Although hecontinuedtowrite andwork edonothernovels, hedid
not publish again.

Clark held professorships at the University of Montana in Missoula, at San Francisco
State College, and at the University of Nevada at Reno, where he served as writer-in-
residence from 1962 until his death. He also held many visiting professorships
including ones in the creative writing programs at Stanford University and the
University of lowa.

He edited the journals of Nevada pioneer Alfred Doten, which were published
posthumously in 1973.

Clark died November 11, 1971, of cancer.

SOURCES:

American National Biography Online. Oxford University Press, 2000.

Clark, Walter Van Tilburg. 7he Ox-Bow Incident. New York: Time, Inc., 1962.
Contemporary Authors Online. The Gale Group, 2004.

Fadiman, Clifton. “Make Way for Mr. Clark,” 7%e New Yorker, October 12, 1940.
Hada, Kenneth. “Clark's The Ox-Bow Incident,” 7%e Explicator, Spring 2001.



SRS,

INCIDENT
I cuaracTers Y

(inorde rofapp earance)

ArtCroft
narrator,possemember
GilCarter
Croft’spartner ,possemember
MontySmith
townbum,possemember

Canby
saloonownerandbartender

Moore
Drew’sforeman,possemember

Bartlett
smallrancherlivingintown,urged
posseformation,possemember

JeffF arnley
Kinkaid’sbuddy ,worksforDrew ,
possemember

Osgood
ineffectual,cowardlyminister

RoseMapen
Gil'sformergirlfriend

Drew
biggestranchownerinarea
LarryKink aid
murder” victim”
Davies
townstorek eeper,believedinjustice
andlaw ,possemember
Joyce
Davie'syounghelper
Greene

youngmanwhoreportsKincaid's
“murder,”possemember

BillWinder
stagedriverwithgr udgeagainst
railroads,possemember
GabeHart
Winder'shelper ,possemember

Risley
sheriff
JudgeT yler
localjudgewhoisnot
respectedbythemen

Mapes
Risley’sdeputy ,eagerlyncher |,
possemember
Sparks
African-Americanman,respectedfor
hisdeepfaith,possemember

Ma(Jenny)Grier
womanwhor unsaboardinghouse,
possemember

MajorT etley

Confederateveteranwhoassumes
posseleadership

GeraldT etley
MajorT etley’ssensitiveand
intelligentson,possemember
Amigo
Tetley’sMe xicancowhand,claimsto
haveseenr ustlers,possemember
CarlBartlett
sonofoldBartlett,possemember
NateBartlett
sonofoldBartlett,possemember
FrenaHandel
womaninBridger 'sW ells
urgingontheposse
Mark
Tetley'scowhand
AlexSmall
stagecoachdriver
JimmyCar nes
stagecoachguard,shootsArt
intheshoulder
Swanson
RoseMapen 'scultured,
self-assuredhusband
DonaldMartin
youngmanwhobought
cattlefromDrew
TheMe x
Martin'shelper;suspectedofbeinga
notoriousoutlaw
AlvaHardwick
old,feeble-mindedmantraumatized
bytheCivilW ar



DISCUSSIONQUESTIONS

%

Fromthenovel’sopening,narratorArtCroft
seemsunsureabouttherightnessofjoining
thelynchmob,yethedoes.Whatdoesthis
sayaboutCroft’scharacter?Ishisreaction
typicalofhumannature?

Doanycharactersorsituationspresentedin
thenovelalteryourideasofhowlifewas
livedinAmerica’s"OldW est"?

ThefemalecharactersF rena,RoseandMa
Griereachrepresentdifferente  xamplesof
women'srolesinthelynching. What
motivateseachofthesewomeninheractions
towardsthemeninthemob?

AretheMe xicancharacters,juanandAmigo,
andtheA frican-Americancharacter,Sparks,
genuine,three-dimensionalcharactersorare
theysimplymanifestationsofcultural
stereotypes?

TheA frican-Americancharacter ,Sparks,is
almostsaintlyinhisunselfishattitudeand
actions,yetheisregularlyandoffensively
describedbyothercharactersas"thenigger"
ofthetownaswouldhavebeencommonin
the19thcentur yW est.W oulditweak enthe
noveltoe xcludeuseoftheword"nigger"?

WhatmotivatesDaviestoremainthevoiceof
reasonevenwhenheseesthathisarguments
arebeingignored?



DISCUSSIONQUESTIONS

10

fl

12

Tensionisalmostatangiblecharacter
throughoutthenovelandisoneofthe
catalyststhatleadstothetragedy .Howdoes
tensionbetweencharactersbuild?

MajorT etley’sangeranddisappointment
towardshissonmotivateshimtobullyhis
sonintoparticipatinginthelynching,but
whatdoestheMajor'sreactiontohisson s
subsequentsuicidesayabouthistr  ue
feelingsforhim?

Thevictimsofthelynchingdemonstratea
varietyofemotionsastheywaitfordawn
whentheywillbehanged.Dothereactions
ofeachcharacterseemauthentic?

Severaltimesbeforetheactuallynching
occursitseemsthatthemobmightdisperse,
yeteachtimetheycomebacktogether  .Isfear
ofbeingcalledacowardtheonlyreason?

Aretheresituationsincontemporar  yAmerica
thatmightforceaveragepeopletohaveto
makethetypeofethicalchoicethatfacedthe
Ox-Bowlynchmob?

Twosuicidesoccurintheaftermathofthe
lynchingbutwearegivenlittleinputasto
thereactionsoftheothermobparticipants.
Howdoyoubelievetheothercharacterswill
reacttotheirhorrificandtragicmistak ~ €?



WORKSB YCL ARK

Novels

TheCityofTr emblingL eaves.

NewY ork:RandomHouse, 1945.
(Republishedas 7imHazar d.London:
WilliamKimber,1951.)

TheOx-Bowlincident.
NewY ork:RandomHouse, 1940.

TheTrackoftheCat:ANovel.
NewY ork:RandomHouse, 1949.

Poetry
ChristmasComestoHjalsen,R  eno.
Reno:RenoP ublishingHouse, 1930.

TenW omeninGale’sHouseand

ShorterP oems.
Boston:Christopher,1932.

ShortStories
TheW atchfulGods,andOtherStories.
NewY ork:RandomHouse, 1950.

Other
Editor, TheJournalsofAlfr  edDoten,

1849-19035.
Reno:UniversityofNevadaPress,

3vols.,1973.

WEBRESOURCES

WalterV anT ilburgClark
http://www.library.unr.edu/friends/
hallfame/clark.html
Anintroductiontotheauthor ’slifeand
ane xtensivebibliographyfromthe
NevadaW ritersHallofF ame.

WalterV anT ilburgClark
http:/www.litencyc.com/php/
speople.php?rec=true&UID=897
Anarticleontheauthorfromthe
online LiteraryEncyclopedia .

FURTHER

“TheOx-BowlIncident”
http://www.litencyc.com/php/sworks.ph
p?rec=true&UID=13855
Anarticleonthenovelfromtheonline
LiteraryEncyclopedia .

HistoryoftheAmericanW est
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/
award97/codhtml/
OnlineresourcesfromTheLibrar  yof
Congress’AmericanMemor ywebsite,
includingmanybeautifulphotographs.

AlLiterar yHistor yoftheAmericanW est
http://www?2.tcu.edu/depts/prs/amwest/
contents.html
Anonlineversionofabook,witha
chapterontheauthor ’'swork.The
articleonClarkbeginsonpage989.

"TheOx-BowlIncident"
http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/Ipop/etext/
Isf/felix24.htm
AnessaybyRobertLouisF
LegalStudiesF orum.

elixfrom

FrontierJustice

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/

features/timeline/riseind/west/
justice.html
AsectionoftheAmericanMemor  y
Timeline,aresourceforteachersfrom
theLibrar yofCongress.F eaturestwo
interviewswithpeoplewhowitnessed
"frontierjustice"inT exasinthe1870s.




InadditiontoW alterV anT ilburg
Clark, her ear esomepopular
westernwritersandabrief
descriptionoftheirwork.

MaxBrand

DislikingtherealW est,hewrote
manyofhismorethan215
westernsinltaly ,ofteninvoking
Europeanmythandlegend.Atleast
27ofBrand'swesternshavebeen
madeintofilms,including Destry

RidesAgain.
' ';I'I, o TR S BgnjaminCappg
SN . b Hisnovelsrealisticallytreatthe
- ‘ s culturalconflictsbetweentheT exas
: g7 PlainsIndiansandthesettlerswho
- - = A

displacedthem.

WillaCather
Herwritingdepictstheharshlife
ofpioneeringimmigrantfarmers
whosettledtheprairiesofthe
westernUnitedStatesinsuchnovels
as OPioneers! and MyAntonia .

: L\?’IF%%’IAI%EEE ASelectedListofW riters

LorenEstleman
Estlemanwritesbothmysteriesand
Westernsandhisworksinclude
JourneyoftheDead ,abouttheman
whokilledBillytheKid.

ZaneGr ey
Hiseighty -ninebookscovernearly
everywesterntopic,fromrangewars
andrailroadstoMormonsand

o outlaws.Morethanfortyhavebeen
madeintofilms.



A.B.Guthrie

TheBigSky ,consideredhis
masterwork,beginsaquintet
thattracescivilization 'sprogress
from1830totheearlytwentieth
centuryamidtheharshbeauty
oftheAmericanW est.

TonyHiller man
Thoughamyster ywriter,
Hillermanwasnamedoneofthe
twenty-fourbestwestern
authorsbytheW esternW riters
ofAmericaforhispower  ful
senseofsetting,usuallythe
Navajocountr yofArizona,
Colorado,NewMe xicoandUtah.

DorothyJohnson
RaisedinMontana,Johnsonis
celebratedforbringingamore
sympatheticrepresentationof
womenandIndianstothe
western.Sheisespeciallyknown
forhershortstories,oneof
whichbecamethefilm, 7heMan
WhoShotLibertyV alance.

ElmerK elton
HewasvotedtheBestW  estern
Authorofalltimebythe
WesternW ritersofAmericafor
hisworksincluding By/falo
Wagons, TheDgytheCowbqys
Quit,and TheW ayoftheCoyote.

LouisL'’Amour
Inmorethanfortynovels,
L'Amourrelatedtheinter -
twiningsagasofthreefamilies.

ElmoreLeonard
Leonardwritesinmanygenres
butbeganinwesterns.Several
werefilmed,including Hombre,
whichwasmadeintoafilm
starringP aulNewman.

CormacMcCarthy
Celebratedforhisbeautiful
prosestyle,McCarthyhassethis
often-violentnovels , themost
famousofwhichare Blood
Meridianand AllthePr etty
Horses(BookOneinTheBorder
Trilogy),ineasternT ennessee
and theAmericansouthwest.

LarryMcMurtr y

TheT exanwriterisespecially
knownforhisnovels 7he
LastPictur eShow and
LonesomeDove .

JackSchaefer
Bestknownforhisfirstnovel,
theclassic Shane.

WallaceStegner

AP ulitzerPrize-winningauthor ,
Stegnerisrememberedforhis
shortstories,andhismany
novels,includingthewestern
epics AngleofR eposeand The
BigR ockCandyMountain.

GlendonSwarthout
Amonghismanywell-respected
novelsis 7TheShootist ,which
wontheSpurandwasthebasis
forJohnW ayne’slastmovie.

OowenWister

AHar vardgraduateandlawyer
WistermovedtoW yomingin
the1880sandcreatedthe
prototypicalcowboyheroin  7he
Virginian.
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TheAbernathyBaqys
ByLauraJonesHunt
HarperCollins,2004

Ages9-12
Ridealongonanadventurewith
brothersBudandT empleastheyset
offonhorsebacksearchingforsome
dangerande xcitementbeforeschool
starts.

~

L%%%&%%QE ForY oungerReaders

BlackCowbay ,WildHorses
ByJuliusLester

MlustratedbyJerr yPinkney
Dial,1998

Ages8-12

Readaboutthetr ue-lifeadventuresof
aformerslavewhobecameacowboy
legendfortrackingwildmustangson
theT exasplains.

TheCowbay'sHandbook:Howto
BecomeaHer ooftheWildw est
ByT odCody

Dutton, 1996

Ages9-12
Thisbookhasallofthehintsyou'll
needtoprepareforlifeonthe1800's
frontier.

HannahMaeO ’Hannigan’s
WildW estShow
ByLisaCampbellErnst
Simon&Schuster ,2003

Ages3-6
Eventhoughshelivesinthebigcity
andnotonherUncleCoot'sranch,
HannahMaesharpensherropin'and
herdin'skillsjustlik earealcowgirl.




Holes

ByLouisSachar

FrancesF oster,1998
Ages10-14

StanleyY elnatsisfalsely
accusedofstealingapairof
shoesandsentofftoacampin
thewestwherehelearnsabout
friendship,suffering,and
justice,inthismodernclassic.

IntheDqysoftheV — aqueros:
America'sF irstTr ueCowbagys
ByR ussellF reedman
Clarion,2001

Ages10-14
Asearlyasthe1400'sthese
braveandr uggedmenroamed
NorthAmerica,andF reedman's
masterstor ytellingskillsput
yourightbythecampfireasyou
hearoftheirstoriesoflassoes
androdeos.

TheL egendofBuddyBush
BySheilaP .Moses
MargaretK.McElderr y,2004
Ages1landup
Thismulti-awardwinningbook
tellsofP attieMae'sunclewho
iscondemnedtobelynchedfor
acrimehedidn'tcommitand
isultimatelysavedbythelove
offamily .

LittleR edCowboyHat
BySusanLowell

Holt, 1997

Ages5-9
LittleRedandhergrandma
saddleupandchasethelow  -life
loboofftheirranchinthis
southwesternversionofa
favoritefolktale.

TheR agandBoneShop
ByRobertCormier
Delacorte,2001
Ages13andup
Sitontheedgeofyourseat
asyouwatchT rent
interrogateJasonwhostarts
tobelievethatheis
responsibleforthebr utal
murderofayounggirl.

WhytheW estwaswild
ByW ayneSwanson
Annick,2004
Ages10-13
Thisbookhasitall,from
cavalriesanddance-hall
girls,tobuffaloesand
boomtowns.

AWildCowboy
ByDanaKessimakisSmith,
illustratedbyLauraF reeman
JumpattheSun/Hyperion,
2004

Ages2-5

Spendar uggeddaywiththis
“reallivebuckaoo!”

WildW est
ByStuartMurray

DK,2001

Ages7andup
Thisinformativeand
entertainingbookgivesan
eyewitnessaccountofwhat
lifewaslik eintheearlydays
oftheAmericanW est.

Photo:SpecialCollections, UniversityofNevada-RenoLibrary
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EVALUATION

HowdidyouhearaboutOneBook,OneChicago?

Haveyouparticipatedin
OneBook,OneChicagobefore?yesno | []

Ifnot,whydidyouparticipatethistime?

Howdidyouparticipate?
[ ] Readthebook
|| Attendedabookdiscussiongroup
|| Attendedaspecialprogram
[ ] Other

Pleaseshareyourthoughtsontheselectionof
TheOx-Bowlincident forOneBook,0neChicago.

Pleaseshareyoursuggestion(s)fortheF  all2005
OneBook,OneChicagoselection:

WI N A Coinplztfedtforrgs wi}l bef
entered into a drawing for
F RE E a free copy of the Fallg2005

B O O K! One Book, One Chicago
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